
 

Our staff of VA trained  

and accredited  

County Veteran 

 Service Officers 

can answer your quesƟons,  

assist in compleƟng the  

necessary VA forms, and act as 

the veteran’s advocate through 

the claim process. 

 

ALL SERVICES ARE PROVIDED 

FREE OF CHARGE.  

 

LAKE COUNTY VETERANS  

SERVICE OFFICE 
An Office of Lake County Government 

Located in Building C of the Lake County 

 AdministraƟon Center 

 

105 Main St.,  

Painesville, OH  44077 

(440) 350-2904/2567 

Fax (440) 350-5980 

 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

VETERANS  

PENSION  

BENEFITS  

2026 

If you are a veteran whose disabiliƟes prevent employment  or overwhelmed with the 

high cost of medical care, such as paying for assisted living faciliƟes, home care aides, 

adult daycare, or skilled nursing, the VA Pension benefit could be the soluƟon to help 

pay for this care. A warƟme veteran with limited income and net worth may be eligible 

to receive this benefit.   

There are three levels of VA Pensions: 

Basic Pension—for veterans who are disabled OR age 65 or older with low income 

Aid & AƩendance (A&A) – for veterans that require assistance with their acƟviƟes of 

daily living 

Housebound – for veterans with a permanent disability that prevents them from  

leaving their home. 

You may be eligible if: 

•   you were discharged from military service under other than dishonorable condiƟons;          

AND 

 you served 90 days of acƟve duty or more with at least 1 day during a war Ɵme  

 period*; AND 

•     your annual household income and net worth** meet certain limits set by law; 

AND 

 you are permanently and totally disabled, OR age 65 or older. 

*To find the dates of service considered as war Ɵme periods, visit: www.va.gov/pension/warƟme period. 

Veterans who enlisted aŌer September 7, 1980 generally must have served at least 24 months of acƟve duty 

OR the full period for which called or ordered to acƟve duty. 

***HOUSEHOLD NET WORTH LIMIT MUST BE UNDER  $163,699.00 

 (as of 12/01/2023 –changes annually) Net worth is the sum of household assets and annual 

income.  It does NOT include a primary residence and lot under 2 acres, automobile, or 

personal effects. As of 10/18/2018 the VA insƟtuted a “look back” period of 3 years.  

Any assets transferred to reduce net worth in the last 3 tax years must be  

reported and may prohibit qualifying for the pension benefit for up to 5 years. 

**OUT OF POCKET  MEDICAL EXPENSES PAID BY THE HOUSEHOLD ARE USED TO       

REDUCE THE HOUSEHOLD INCOME.  You may deduct only the amount that’s above 5% of your 

MAPR amount . Please see the examples on page 2. 

PENSION RATES  

effecƟve 12/1/2025 

MAXIMUM MONTHLY  

BENEFIT 

(MAPR)MAXIMUM   

 ANNUAL  

INCOME** 

Basic Pension with no  

dependents 

Basic Pension with 1 dependent 

With Housebound benefits with 

no dependents   

With Housebound benefits with 

one dependent  

With Aid and AƩendance with 

no dependents  

With Aid and AƩendance with 

one dependent  

Veteran in Nursing Home  

receiving Medicaid benefits  

   $1,453.00 

 

$1,903.00 

 

$1,776.00 

 

$2,225.00 

 

$2,424.00 

 

$2,874.00 

 

$90.00 

$17,441.00 

 

$22,839.00 

 

$21,313.00 

 

$26,710.00 

 

$29,093.00 

 

$34,488.00 

 

N/A 

1/2026 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. PENSION EXAMPLE:   

The veteran is an 85-year-old Korean War veteran.  His only source of income is $800.00 (GROSS) in Social 

Security (SS) benefits.  He is still able to care for himself in his home which is paid off.  He has no savings or any 

other assets. Medicare Part B is withheld from his SS benefit and he also pays for a supplemental health 

insurance.   

Medical Expenses:   Gross Income:   Possible Benefit: 

Medicare Part B    $202.00  SS                          $950.00  VA Max. Monthly Limit  $1,453.00 

Health Insur          200.00  Less med exps       402.00        Less countable income         548.00 

Total med exps     $402.00                  Countable inc      $548.00        VA Pension benefit            $905.00 

2. PENSION WITH AID AND ATTENDANCE EXAMPLE:  

The veteran is 75 years old and a veteran of the Vietnam era. He receives Railroad Retirement (RR) and a 

pension from an employer.  Medicare Part B is withheld from his RR benefit and health insurance is withheld 

from his pension.  His only asset is a savings account with $60,000.00.  He is living in an assisted living facility 

because his doctor has stated he can no longer live on his own but doesn’t yet require nursing home care.    

Medical Expenses:   Gross Income:    Possible Benefit: 

Medicare Part B    $202.00  RR                      $1,500.00  VA Max. Monthly Limit    $2,874.00 

Health Insur          200.00                   Pension                  700.00         Because the veteran’s income is less than 

Assisted Living      4,500.00  Total income    $2,200.00        his medical expenses, his countable income   

Total med exps  $4,902.00                  Less med exps    4,902.00          is zero.  He would receive the full benefit 

                                                                  Countable inc             0.00          of $2,874.00. 

3.  NURSING HOME WITH MEDICAID EXAMPLE: 

The veteran in example #1 becomes ill and must now be placed in a nursing home.  Medicaid pays for his care 

and he receives just a small amount of his SS benefit.  The VA Pension benefit will be reduced to $90.00 per 

month which can be used for his personal needs such as clothing, etc. 

4.  VETERAN WHOSE WIFE REQUIRES AID AND ATTENDANCE EXAMPLE: 

The veteran served in the Korean War and in good health.  His wife has been diagnosed with several 
disabilities and the veteran cannot care for her at home.  She resides in an assisted living facility.  Their 
combined net worth is $100,000.00.  The gross income and countable medical expenses for both the veteran 
and spouse are reported.   
Medical Expenses:   Gross Income:   Possible Benefit: 

Assisted Living    $6,000.00                  Vet-SS                $1,100.00        VA Max. Monthly Limit       $1,903.00* 
Medicare Part B       404.00*    Wife-SS                   550.00 Because the household income is less than  
Health Insur              250.00                  Wife-Pension         200.00        the medical expenses, the countable  
Total med exps   $6,654.00                 Total income    $1,850.00        is zero.  He would receive the full benefit of  
 *($202.00 X 2 for veteran and wife)                                   Less med exps    6,654.00       $1,903.00. *The veteran does not require 
     Countable inc            0.00        aid and attendance so the higher rate of  
         $2,795.00 cannot be paid.   
Page 2-2026 Veteran Pension Examples 
 

DETERMINING THE MONTHLY BENEFIT AMOUNT: 
The amount of the possible benefit can be determined by totaling the amount of monthly GROSS household 

income and then subtracting the monthly total of continuing out of pocket medical expenses which equals the 

countable income.  The countable income is then subtracted from the maximum monthly income limit for the 

veteran’s situation. (See the chart on page 1.) The examples below can help you to understand how the VA 

calculates the amount.  All amounts are monthly figures. 

The Pension Worksheet on page 3 can be used to determine the possible benefit. 
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____ DD 214/Military Separation Record. We can assist with obtaining this document if necessary or you can request it 

FREE OF CHARGE on-line at:  www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records. 

____ Social Security numbers for veteran and dependents.  Please also provide VA Claim number if available. 

____ Marriage Licenses and Death Certificates. 

____ Proof of all income. Please provide statements showing the GROSS* amounts (before any deductions such as 

Medicare, health insurance, etc.) of all monthly income including Social Security, pensions, income from investments, 

rental or business income, long term care insurance benefits received, etc. *This amount can generally be found on 

annual statements from Social Security and other benefits.   

____ Current statements for all assets.  All checking, savings accounts, stocks, bonds, mutual funds, all trusts, annuities, 

long term care insurance, savings bonds, etc.  

____ Direct Deposit account information and/or voided check. 

____ Documentation regarding any transfer of assets you or your dependents have made in the last 3 tax years. 

Assets transfers include gifts, selling them, purchasing an annuity, or using them to establish a trust. 

____ Amounts of CONTINUING monthly medical expenses.  When initially filing for the VA Pension benefit, we will 

report household “out of pocket” medical expenses which are the same every month. These include: 
- Medicare deductions withheld from Social Security or other benefits for Parts B, C, or D. 

- Supplemental insurance premiums for health, dental, prescriptions, vision plans, etc. (sometimes withheld from pension/retirement benefits) 

- Prescriptions/over the counter medications/medical supplies (i.e. incontinence supplies) which are the same every month 

- Long term care insurance premiums 

 - Final funeral/burial expenses paid by the veteran for spouse in the last year  

 - Amounts paid for in home health care, adult day care, assisted living, and nursing home (SEE BELOW) 

_____ Documentation from the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services (ODJFS) regarding Medicaid. 

____Any Guardianship Appointments or Power of Attorneys. 

Page 4-2026 Doc Cklist Pension 

CHECKLIST OF DOCUMENTATION NEEDED TO COMPLETE THE VA FORMS FOR PENSION: 
The average processing time for VA Pension is an average of 6 to 9 months.  Therefore, it is best to submit all 

supporting documentation with the original claim forms to expedite the process as much as possible. 
FAILURE TO PROVIDE ALL DOCUMENTATION WILL DELAY THE FILING OF THE CLAIM AND A DECISION FROM THE VA.  

If the claimant is in a Nursing Home: 

____ VA Form 21-2680 included in this packet (Examination for Housebound Status or Permanent Need for 

Regular Aid and Attendance) Must be completed by a physician AND signed by the veteran/claimant.  If both 

the veteran and spouse require care, please have a form completed for each.  AND 

____ VA Form 21P-0779 included in this packet (Request for Nursing Home Information) Completed by Nursing Home 

If the claimant is in an Assisted Living, Adult Day Care, or similar facility: 

____ VA Form 21-2680 included in this packet (Examination for Housebound Status or Permanent Need for 

Regular Aid and Attendance) Must be completed by a physician.  If both the veteran and spouse require care, 

please have a form completed for each.  AND  

____ VA Form 21P-527EZ, page 16 included in this packet (Worksheet for an Assisted Living, etc.) Completed 

by the facility. 

If the claimant receives medical care from an In-Home Care Attendant: 

____ VA Form 21-2680 included in this packet (Examination for Housebound Status or Permanent Need for 

Regular Aid and Attendance) Must be completed by a physician.  If both the veteran and spouse require care, 

please have a form completed for each.  AND  

____ VA Form 21P-527EZ, page 17 included in this packet (Worksheet for an In-Home Care, etc.) Completed by 

In-Home Attendant.  Complete a Worksheet for each paid In-Home Attendant. 
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�����	����	�� !��""#	��	#�	$"	%�&'("#")	$*	+,	+)&�,��# +#� 	� 	(�%",�")	&")�%+(	' �-"����,+(	- �&	+	 "��)",#�+(	%+ ".	+)/(#	)+*%+ ".	� 	��&�(+ 	-+%�(�#*0	��	%�/,#	#���	&")�%+(	' �1�)" 	+�	+,	"2'",�".	#�"*	&/�#	$"	%(+�&")	�,	*�/ 	+''(�%+#��,	-� 	$","-�#�	� 	34	5� &	6789:;7<.	=")�%+(	>2'",�"	?"'� #0	@,	+))�#��,.	34	5� &	6796<:A.	>2+&�,+#��,	-� 	B�/�"$�/,)	C#+#/�	� 	8" &+,",#	D"")	-� 	?"E/(+ 	4�)	+,)	4##",)+,%"	&+*	$"	,"")")	#�	%�/,#	#�"�"	"2'",�"�0FG	HIJ	KLM	NJO	PJQRSMTUVW	TIUX	HJLYXIMMT	ZJL[	\]̂_̀	ab	ĉd̀	èfghg̀ijk	̀gjl̀d	jl̀	cm̂g_̂ij	ad	ǹh̀iòijp	qG	HIJ	UX	PJQRSMTUVW	TIUX	HJLYXIMMT[	\]̂_̀	ab	rdasgòdk	̀gjl̀d	̂i	to_gigujd̂jad	ad	vgf̀iùo	ẁ ogf̂m	rdab̀uugaîmp	xG	HIKT	LJSM	JL	RJXUTUJV	yJ	NJO	RMLZJLQ	KT	TIM	ZKPUSUTN[zG	HIKT	UX	TIM	VKQM	JZ	TIM	ZKPUSUTN[	\tu	ula{i	ai	b̂fgmgj|	mgf̀iù	ad	abbgfĝm	{̀}ugj̀p~G	HIKT	UX	TIM	ZKPUSUTN	TMSMRIJVM	VOQ�ML[
�UR	P���P���X�����R�������V�G	�	X������G	HIKT	UX	TIM	QKUSUVW	KyyLMXX	JZ	TIM	ZKPUSUTN�X	KyQUVUXTLKTU�M	JZZUPM[

�G	HIKT	UX	TIM	ZKPUSUTN�X	HM�XUTM	KyyLMXX[ ZG	KQ�OSKTUVW	HUTIUV	IJQM	JL	SU�UVW	KLMKMG	OXUVW	TIM	TJUSMTyG	yLMXXUVW PG	TLKVXZMLLUVW	UV	JL	JOT	JZ	�My	JL	PIKUL�G	�KTIUVW�XIJHMLUVWKG	MKTUVW�G	RSMKXM	XMSMPT	MKPI	KPTU�UTN	JZ	yKUSN	SU�UVW	�KyS�	TIKT	TIM	ZKPUSUTN	UX	RLJ�UyUVW	TJ	TIM	PKLM	LMPURUMVTG
F�G	yJMX	TIM	ZKPUSUTN�X	XTKZZ	RLJ�UyM	TIM	PKLM	LMPURUMVT	HUTI	IMKSTI	PKLM	JL	POXTJyUKS	PKLM	JL	�JTIG	\c�ujaoĝm	ĉd̀	gu	d̀��m̂d	̂uuguĵif̀	{gjl	j{a	ad	_ad̀	tnvu	\��̀ujgai	�pk	ad	u�h̀dsgugai	}̀f̂�ù	̂i	giogsgo�̂m	{gjl	̂	hl|ugf̂mk	_̀iĵmk	òs̀mah_̀iĵmk	ad	fa�igjgs̀	oguadòd	d̀��gd̀u	f̂d̀	ad	̂uuguĵif̀	ai	̂	d̀��m̂d	}̂ugu	ja	hdaj̀fj	jl̀	giogsgo�̂m	bda_	l̂�̂dou	ad	ôi�̀da�u	gifgòiju	ja	jl̀gd	ôgm|	̀isgdai_̀ij�pNMX VJ�	P���	��	���� 	¡�������	��	�	�¢���£¡����	¡�������G VJ�	P���	��	���	���� 	¡�������	��	�¢��	�¤��¥���G�¦	§̈©ª	«¬	­©®̄«°ª°	±²	̈	³́«©°µ­̈©³²	­©®̄«°ª©�	­¶ª̈¬ª	ª·¬̧©ª	³́ª	§¶̈«¹ ·̈³	́ ¬̈	ª̈§́	«·µ́®¹ª	­©®̄«°ª©	§®¹­¶ª³ª	̈·	�·µ�®¹ª	�³³ª·°̈·³	�®©º¬́ªª³»FFG	RSMKXM	RLJ�UyM	TIM	yKTM	JZ	KyQUXXUJV	ZJL	TIM	PKLM	LMPURUMVT	XTKNUVW	KT	TIM	ZKPUSUTNG	\ww¼nn¼½½½½p FqG	JV	HIKT	yKTM	yJ	NJO	M¾RMPT	TIUX	PKLM	TJ	MVy[	\ww¼nn¼½½½½p							\¿̀m̀fj	ÀÁiòbgigj̀À	gb	jl̀	f̂d̀	|a�	hdasgò	gu	iaj	j̀_had̂d|�pUVyMZUVUTMG�ÂFxG	RSMKXM	RLJ�UyM	TIM	QJVTISN	PIKLWMX	TIM	PKLM	LMPURUMVT	XTKNUVW	KT	TIM	ZKPUSUTN	UX	LMXRJVXU�SM	ZJL	RKNUVWGRML	QJVTIÃ	Ä�Å�ÃÆÇ	#�+#	#�"	�,-� &+#��,	�#+#")	��#��,	#���	ÈÉ?ÊCB>>�	5É?	4	?>C@Ë>D�@4Ì	Í4?>.	4ËÎÌ�	Ë4ÏÍ4?>.	É?	C@=@Ì4?	54Í@Ì@�Ï	��	+%%/ +#"	+,)	 "-("%#�	#�"	%/  ",#	",1� �,&",#	�-	#�"	%+ "	 "%�'�",#	+,)	#�"	-+%�(�#*0FzG	XUWVKTOLM	JZ	RLJ�UyML	\Ðda_	��̀ujgai	Ñp F~G	yKTM	XUWVMy	\ww¼nn¼½½½½p

U�����������¤	R¢���	VÒ¥���	\Áb	̂hhmgf̂}m̀pK¡�G�O���	VÒ¥��� P�Ò����

�K	ZJLQ	qFR£~q�M��	ZM�	q�qx R� �	F�

ÓG	ZJL	MKPI	XTKTMQMVT�	RSMKXM	PIMPY	TIM	�J¾	UZ	TIM	XTKTMQMVT	UX	TLOM	ZJL	TIM	ZKPUSUTNGTIM	XTKTM	JL	PJOVTLN	��Ô�����	TIUX	ZKPUSUTN	TJ	�M	SUPMVXMyTIM	ZKPUSUTN	UX	SUPMVXMyTIM	ZKPUSUTN	UX	LMXUyMVTUKSTIM	ZKPUSUTN	UX	XTKZZMy	qz	IJOLX
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