
Our staff of VA trained  

and accredited  

County Veteran 

 Service Officers 

can answer your quesƟons,  

assist in compleƟng the  

necessary VA forms, and act as 

the claimant’s advocate 

through the claim process. 

ALL SERVICES ARE PROVIDED 

FREE OF CHARGE.  

LAKE COUNTY VETERANS  

SERVICE OFFICE 
An Office of Lake County Government 

Located in Building C of the Lake County 

 AdministraƟon Center 

105 Main St.,  

Painesville, OH  44077 

(440) 350-2904/2567

Fax (440) 350-5980

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

SURVIVORS  

PENSION  

BENEFITS 

2026 

If you are the surviving spouse of a deceased veteran with low income or over-

whelmed with the high cost of medical care, such as paying for assisted living 

faciliƟes, home care aids, adult daycare, or skilled nursing, the VA Survivors  

benefit could be the soluƟon to help pay for this care or other needs. 

There are three levels of VA Survivors Pensions: 

Basic Pension—for surviving spouses with low income 

Aid & A endance (A&A) – for surviving spouses  that require assistance with 

their acƟviƟes of daily living 

Housebound – for surviving spouses with a permanent disability that prevents 

them from leaving their home 

You may be eligible if: 

 the deceased veteran was discharged from military service under other than

 dishonorable condiƟons;     AND 

 the veteran served 90 days of acƟve duty or more with at least 1 day during a war

Ɵme  period*; AND

 your annual household income and net worth** meet certain limits set by law.

While an un-remarried spouse is eligible at any age, a child of a deceased warƟme Veteran must be: under 18, 

OR under age 23 if aƩending a VA-approved school, OR permanently incapable of self-support due to a  

disability before age 18. 

*To find the dates of service considered as war Ɵme periods, visit: www.va.gov/pension/warƟme period. 

Veterans who enlisted aŌer September 7, 1980 generally must have served at least 24 months of acƟve duty

OR the full period for which called or ordered to acƟve duty. 

***HOUSEHOLD NET WORTH LIMIT MUST BE UNDER  $163,699.00 

 (as of 12/01/2023–changes annually) Net worth is the sum of household assets and annual 

income.  It does NOT include a primary residence and lot under 2 acres, automobile, or 

personal effects. As of 10/18/2018 the VA insƟtuted a “look back” period of 3 years.  

Any assets transferred to reduce net worth aŌer this date must be reported and may 

prohibit qualifying for the pension benefit for up to 5 years. 

**OUT OF POCKET  MEDICAL EXPENSES PAID BY THE HOUSEHOLD  

ARE USED TO REDUCE THE HOUSEHOLD INCOME.  You may deduct only the 

amount that’s above 5% of your MAPR amount . Please see the examples on page 2. 

PENSION RATES  

effecƟve 12/1/2025 

MAXIMUM  

MONTHLY  

BENEFIT 

(MAPR) MAXIMUM   

ANNUAL  

INCOME** 

Basic Pension with no dependents* $974.00 $11,699.00 

With Housebound benefits with no 

dependents* 

$1,191.00 $14,298.00

With Aid and AƩendance with no 

dependents* 

$1,621.00 $19,453.00

In Nursing Home receiving 

Medicaid benefits  

$90.00 N/A

*AddiƟonal benefits are available for dependent children.  Ask for details.

1/2026 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.PENSION EXAMPLE:   

The surviving spouse is 81 years old.  Her monthly income is $800 (GROSS) in Social Security (SS) benefits.  She 

is still able to live alone in her home which is paid off.  She has no savings or any other assets. $185.00 is 

withheld from her SS benefits for Medicare and she pays $75.00 per month for a supplemental health 

insurance.  

 

Medical Expenses:                     Income:                                              Possible Benefit: 

Medicare Part B      $ 202.00     Social Security $800.00         VA Income Limit                     $974.00 

Health insurance 75.00      Less med expenses     272.00         Less countable income            528.00 

Total med exps        $272.00      Countable income   $528.00         VA benefit                               $446.00 

 

2.  PENSION WITH AID AND ATTENDANCE EXAMPLE:  

Surviving spouse is 70 years old.  His monthly income consists of $825.00 (GROSS) in Railroad Retirement (RR) 

and $1,370.00 in State Teachers Retirement.  His doctor stated that he could no longer live alone, and it was a 

medical necessity to move into an assisted living facility but did not need full nursing home care.  The monthly 

cost of the assisted living facility is $3,500 per month, $185.00 is withheld from his RR for Medicare, and he 

pays $100 for supplemental health insurance. 

 

Medical Expenses:                     Income:                                                  Possible Benefit: 

Assisted Living     $3,500.00       RR                   $ 825.00      VA Income Limit           $1,621.00 

Medicare Part B        202.00       State Teachers         1,370.00            Because the claimant’s income is 

Health insurance       100.00      Total income          $2,195.00            less than his medical expense, his 

Total med exps    $3,802.00      Less med exps          3,802.00            countable income is zero.  He would 

                                                        Countable income           0.00           receive the full benefit $1,621.00.                            

 

3.  NURSING HOME WITH MEDICAID EXAMPLE: 

The widow in example #1 becomes ill and the doctors determine she must be placed into a nursing home.  
Medicaid begins to pay the cost of her care and she receives just a small portion of her Social Security benefit.  
The VA will reduce her monthly pension benefit to $90 per month which can be used for her personal needs 
such as clothing, haircuts, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 2 2026  SURVIVOR PENSION EXAMPLES  

DETERMINING THE MONTHLY BENEFIT AMOUNT: 
The amount of the possible benefit can be determined by totaling the amount of monthly GROSS household 

income and then subtracting the monthly total of continuing out of pocket medical expenses which equals the 

countable income.  The countable income is then subtracted from the maximum monthly income limit for the 

veteran’s situation. (See the chart on page 1.) The examples below can help you to understand how the VA 

calculates the amount.  All amounts are monthly figures. 

The Pension Worksheet on page 3 can be used to determine the possible benefit. 
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____ DD 214/Military Separation Record. We can assist with obtaining this document if necessary or you can request it 

FREE OF CHARGE on-line at:  www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records. 

____ Social Security numbers for claimant, veteran, and dependents.  Please also provide VA Claim number if available. 

____ Marriage Licenses and Death Certificates. 

____ Proof of all income. Please provide statements showing the GROSS* amounts (before any deductions such as 

Medicare, health insurance, etc.) of all monthly income including Social Security, pensions, income from investments, 

rental or business income, long term care insurance benefits received, etc. *This amount can generally be found on 

annual statements from Social Security and other benefits.   

____ Current statements for all assets.  All checking, savings accounts, stocks, bonds, mutual funds, trusts, annuities, 

long term care insurance, savings bonds, etc.   

____ Direct deposit information and/or voided check. 

____ Documentation regarding any transfer of assets you or your dependents have made in the last 3 tax years. 

Assets transfers include gifts, selling them, purchasing an annuity, or using them to establish a trust. 

____ Amounts of CONTINUING monthly medical expenses.  When initially filing for the VA Pension benefit, we will 

report household “out of pocket” medical expenses which are the same every month. These include: 
- Medicare deductions withheld from Social Security or other benefits for Parts B, C, or D. 

- Supplemental insurance premiums for health, dental, prescriptions, vision plans, etc. (sometimes withheld from pension/retirement benefits) 

- Prescriptions/over the counter medications/medical supplies (i.e. incontinence supplies) which are the same every month 

- Long term care insurance premiums 

 - Final funeral/burial expenses paid by the veteran for spouse in the last year  

 - Amounts paid for in home health care, adult day care, assisted living, and nursing home 

_____ Documentation from the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services (ODJFS) regarding Medicaid. 

____Any Guardianship Appointments or Power of Attorneys. 

Page 4-2026    ***ENTER SURVIVING SPOUSE’S NAME AS CLAIMANT OR BENEFICIARY ON ALL VA FORMS  

CHECKLIST OF DOCUMENTATION NEEDED TO COMPLETE THE VA FORMS 

 FOR SURVIVORS PENSION: 
The average processing time for VA Survivors Pension is an average of 6 to 9 months.  Therefore, it is best to 

submit all supporting documentation with the original claim forms to expedite the process as much as possible. 
FAILURE TO PROVIDE ALL DOCUMENTATION WILL DELAY THE FILING OF THE CLAIM AND A DECISION FROM THE VA.  

If the claimant is in a Nursing Home: 

____ VA Form 21-2680 included in this packet (Examination for Housebound Status or Permanent Need for 

Regular Aid and Attendance) Must be completed by a physician AND signed by the veteran/claimant.     AND  

____ VA Form 21-0779 included in this packet (Request for Nursing Home Information)  

If the claimant is in an Assisted Living, Adult Day Care, or similar facility: 

____ VA Form 21-2680 included in this packet (Examination for Housebound Status or Permanent Need for 

Regular Aid and Attendance) Must be completed by a physician AND signed by the veteran/claimant.  AND  

____ VA Form 21P-534EZ, page 19 included in this packet (Worksheet for Residential Care, etc.)  

If the claimant receives medical care from an In-Home Care Attendant: 

____ VA Form 21-2680 included in this packet (Examination for Housebound Status or Permanent Need for 

Regular Aid and Attendance) Must be completed by a physician AND signed by the veteran/claimant.   AND  

____ VA Form 21P-534EZ, page 20 included in this packet (Worksheet for an In-Home Attendant)  
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