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SUMMARY 
  

  
Total Lake County Nursery Industry (LCNI) employment is estimated at 1327 jobs, a payroll of over 
$30 million and total annual estimated sales of $87.5 million. The average LCNI firm has sales of 
$605,000 of container grown crops and $488,000 of field grown crops.  The typical firm has been in 
business almost 35 years, is headed by an owner over 50 years of age, and employs about 2 family 
members, 11 permanent full time employees and about 23 seasonal employees.   
  
To generate these sales, the LCNI invests in goods and services from a variety of economic sectors such 
as insurance, trucking and automotive repair; to plastics, foam, fertilizer, and chemical manufacturing.  
The dollars injected into the local and regional economies are spent and re-spent, circulating 
throughout a myriad of other economic sectors supporting jobs and income well beyond those of the 
LCNI. 
  
In Lake County alone, the industry supports an estimated 76 additional jobs, half of which are in the 
Agriculture and Forestry Support Activities sector and an estimated 7 more as automotive mechanics 
and service technician positions (see Table 6).  The existence of these 76 jobs creates wealth in Lake 
County which originates from a variety of other economic sectors such as Agriculture and Forestry 
Support Activities, Automotive Repair and Maintenance, and more.   
  
The LCNI’s estimated sales of $29.8 million within the state of Ohio supports an estimated 465  
additional jobs in Ohio, 100 of them in the related Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting sector 
(see Table 8).  This reflects the sector's strong ties to LCNI-related spending.  Other sectors closely  
impacted by the LCNI-related spending in Ohio are Retail Trade (69 estimated positions) and Health 
and Social Services (60 estimated positions).  These positions create wealth in Ohio and generate  
additional spending throughout the state.  Sales of LCNI products in Ohio support the additional sales 
of goods and services in the state valued at an estimated $161.9 million (see Table 9).  The most-
impacted sectors include Manufacturing and Real Estate and Rental with $9.4 million and $7.7 million 
of estimated sales, respectively.   
  
The LCNI has a presence in the U.S. economy as it accounts for an estimated $57.8 million in sales  
nationwide. Similar to its effect in Lake County, and the state of Ohio, these sales contribute to jobs and 
income throughout the U.S., supporting an estimated 1212 jobs throughout the U.S. economy 
(including Ohio).  An estimated 354 jobs are supported in the related Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and 
Hunting sector. An estimated 115 jobs are supported in the nation’s Retail Trade sector and 108 jobs are 
supported in the Health and Social Services sector as a result of the LCNI.  Other sectors impacted  
include:  Accommodation and Food Service, Other Services, Real Estate and Rental, Finance and  
Insurance, Manufacturing, and Administrative and Waste Services.  These jobs create goods and  
services that contribute $106 million toward the U.S. Gross Domestic Product (GDP) from a variety of 
economic sectors including those previously identified.   
  
The 1327 LCNI jobs support an estimated additional 1212 jobs throughout the U.S. economy.  The 
LCNI’s $87.5 million sales generate an estimated additional economic output of $205 million.  Pursuing 
strategies that increase the proportion of goods and services necessary for nursery production that are 
purchased in Lake County can maximize the benefits of this impact for Lake County. 
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