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Lake Erie and your 
drinking water start 

at your nearest 
stormdrain or ditch.

Everything that goes into our 
stormdrains––grass clippings, 
yard waste, soap, pesticides, 
fertilizer, automotive fluids, pet 
waste and litter––makes its 
way to our streams, rivers and 

Lake Erie. 

40,000 
Lake county 

residents get their 
drinking water 
from Lake Erie.

1.	 Properly 
dispose of and 
secure all 
waste whether 
it be yard, 
automotive, 
pet or 

household.
2.	 Wash your car 

on the grass or take 
it to a car wash.

3.	 Get your lawn’s soil tested before 
applying chemical fertilizers.

4.	 When applying any chemical 
outdoors for any purpose, use the 
least toxic option first and always 
follow package instructions when 
applying,   More ≠ Better.

5.	 NEVER dump anything down a 
stormdrain. Only rain down the 
stormdrain!

For more information on how to reduce 
stormwater pollution,  

contact the Lake County Stormwater 
Management Department  

440.350.5900    
125 E Erie St, Painesville, Ohio 44077

Lake Erie Starts Here design by Laurie Garrett

FIXING 
THE 

EFFECTS 
OF 

STORMWATER 
POLLUTION 

IS COSTLY AND 
COMPLICATED, 

BUT PREVENTING  
STORMWATER 
POLLUTION IS                      

EASY. 
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GRASS 
CLIPPINGS & 
YARD WASTE

Pollutes 
1 million 

gallons of 
freshwater per 

gallon of oil

Flooding 
and clogged 

waterways and 
storm sewers

Oxygen 
depletion 

and resulting 
aquatic wildlife 

kills

Pollutes 
20,000 

gallons of 
freshwater 

per gallon of 
biodegradable 

detergent

Creates 
mosquito 

habitat

Causes 
vehicle 

accidents, 
injures and 

smothers plants, 
harms and kills 

animals, and attracts 
rats and harmful 

bacteria.

Contaminate 
of aquatic 

resources and 
local wildlife for 

weeks after 
application

Pollutes 
312,000 

gallons of 
freshwater per 

gallon of bleach

PESTICIDES

DETERGENTS, 
CLEANSERS & 

SOAPS

LITTER

AUTOMOTIVE 
FLUIDS

SEDIMENT

FERTILIZER

CAR 
WASHING ON 
PAVEMENT

IMPROPER 
DISPOSAL

CHEMICAL PEST 
REMOVAL

IMPROPER 

CLEANUP 

NOT SOIL TESTING, 
OVERUSE OF SOIL 

NUTRIENTS

WASTE NOT 
PROPERLY SECURED

DISTURBED, 
EXPOSED SOIL

IMPROPER 
STORAGE

Introduces 
harmful 

bacteria, such 
as e-coli and 

salmonella, to 
bodies of water.

Excess 
nutrients, 

Nitrogen and 
Phosphorus that 

cause HABs

PET WASTE


