What is Stormwater?

All rain and snow melt flows off our roofs, lawns, and driveways, into the street
and storm sewers, and directly to our rivers and lakes untreated.

TYPICAL STORM WATER SYSTEM COMPONENTS AND RUNOFF ROUTING
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Stormwater Pollution

The stormwater collects pollutants and chemicals along the way, which can
render it harmful to public health, to animal or aquatic life, and for dJomestic
uses. Often times, pollutants are directly dumped or discharged to the storm
sewer system from households or businesses. This deliberate dumping is called
an illicit discharge, which is defined as any discharge not entirely composed of
stormwater.

Suspicious discharges to the storm sewer system should be reported to the Lake
County General Health District or the Lake County Stormwater Management
Department for investigation.
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