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A stream crossing provides construction 
traffic temporary access across a stream 

while reducing the amount of 
disturbance and sediment pollution. It is 

a temporary practice which includes 
restoring the crossing area after 

construction. Specifications for three 
typical kinds of stream crossings are 
provided: bridges, culverts and fords. 

Each has specific applications and each 
is designed to minimize stream damage 
by leaving banks stable and vegetated 
and adding only coarse stone fill to the 

channel. 
 

Although only over a small stream, the crossing in the above photo is 
adequately covered in stone while hydro-seeding and mulching have 

been applied to ensure future bank stabilization. 
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The stream crossing of Arcola Creek in the above photo lacks culverts     
of any type as well as the necessary stone that prevents sediment from 

washing into the stream. 

No soil shall be used in the construction of a stream crossing or 
placed in the stream channel.  Only rock, stones, or recycled 

concrete larger than ODOT No. 1 shall be used. 

Sediment laden runoff 
draining directly into stream



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minimum actual 
stone size 
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