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ver the past two weeks,

reporters Leila Atassi and < |

Andrew Tobias wrote 2
three-part series about the Notth

east Ohlo Regional Sewer Dis-

triet’s combined sewer overflow
. (CSO) program, which is part of
" -our 25-year congent order agree-
ment with the US. Environmental

e

Protection Agency and the Onio. B

Environmental Protection Agency.
The journalists’ goal was to de-

termine whether NEORSD's pro-
" aramn missed opportunities to save

substantial money by not aggres-

sively pursuing “cheaper” green
infrastructure instead of the tradi-
tional gray infrastructure. In the
articles, the anthors clearly noted
that the sewer district is indeed
incorporating green infrastruc-

fure into its program through.

some very faverable terms nego-
tiated into the consent order. In
fact, other wastewater treatment
agencies are seeking these envi-
able terms as they face the same
mandates.

There is no question that our

lake and the reputation of this
region require action to mitigate
massive amounis of sewage pour-
ing into our environment. Over
the past two decades, the sewer
district has eliminated half of the
9 billion gallons of CSOs it crigi-
nally had by constructing sewer
interceptors and a CSO storage

ihis

tunnel. F{::rtunate}y, the sewer
district constructed this gray in-

frastructure over the past 20 years

at a time when construction costs

were cheaper and federal dollars.

were still available. Consequently,
we were able to achieve results at a
cost of 22 cents per gallon of C8O

eliminated. Because theé sewer dis- ©
trict was proactive, this cost per;'.-

- gallon compares more favorably‘f

- with today’s debatable estiniates "
for green infrasiructure. The real i
contrast is with what the district.
‘has accomplished over the past.20 ¢

years and recently by negotiating
groundbreaking terms with the

EPA, and what other cities a,nd_

project by the Northeast Ohm Reg;onal Sewer Dist ot W
improve a blighted area off Union Avenue in Cleveland’s St
Village, while retaunng heavy stormwa,ter mmoff

‘money. They are 20 years.behind

“ible terms-of éur

probiem with today’s dpllary’ an‘ :
without the’ beneﬂt of féderal
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