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Vew stormwater fee

ewer dlstnct mapped homeowners. .}; o

WVE Davis ‘
vin Dealer Reporter.

2§35 mﬂhon annual effort 'o curh
flooding. in. the | reglon by managmg
_stormivater runoff, .
But it will also be used 10: bﬂl Yo
Sewer . district. officials- “have" begun " p
maﬂmg morethana qua.rter mllhon D
letters notifying residential cia
ers that they w111 be charged

Jo ahead, blame it on Jeff Duke.
[he 43-year-old self-professed
ap geek” has been leading a five-
ur effort by the Northeast Ohio
ziona) Sewer District to figure out
t how much of the region we’ ve
red over.

“he answer: 48,000 acres. |

Juke’s work will be'used as a road
p for the sewer district’s new

program..

The - typxcal homeowner gerved -
by the sewer district will pay $5.05: “look
a month — less for senior cxtlzens;' ind

rmwater Management Program,

SEWER

FROM Al - .
New stormwater fee .-
likely $5 a month

“T love this stuff ” Duke sa1d ‘

during a recent interview as he'
projected an image of his home.

in Brook Park onto a large'

screen to demonstrate how his

mapping software calculates.

the square footage of hard sur-
face — typically roof tops,
driveways and patios.

The hard surface at Duke’s
home measures just over 2,000
square feet, meaning he will be

charged $5.05 a month by the

sewer district beginning next
year. (Property.owners can
check the square footage of
their hard surface online at
neorsd.org/findmyfee.)

“Our policy says that we do ' ,
knowledge that the new. fee:is

not bill for-impervious area in
the public right of way,” saxd
Duke.

“That includes streets, s1de-
walks, driveway aprons.”

‘A quarter of the fee collected
will go ' back to.the communi- .

ties where residents live to pay -

for local projects to maintain
and improve Waterways and
upgiade sewers.

The buylk of the money will be

or lower mcome re31

' of the 400 mlles of waterways

; customers

used by the s'ewé'r""&ist'ri'ci: 0

tackle the reglon 52 ﬂoo ing.
problems.
" Sewer district off1c1als plan
to begin by ‘walking every,foot

That includes;most.of:
hoga County and s
three othen-a;djfoinifng, cou
They will catalog proble
use the mforma’uon to cr

master plan. ..

But they also have scheduledv
several prolects for.2013, in-
cludlng repairing the Horse- b

shoe Lake Dam in- Shaker

Helghts, .rebuxldlng a longA

stretch 'of'Doan Brook as-it
‘through Rockefeller Park
in Clevéland and reinforeing
the-bapk of Mill Creek along
Warner Road in Garfield
‘ Heights. .

Sewer district offlcxals -'a.,

coming at. a3 badtime: for many

’vIany in the area are mthout
jobs, and the dlstnct’s custom-
ers saw increases over ilie last
year in sewer and water rates.

But sewer ofﬁcxals say éfforts
to manage ﬂoodmg — and the
damage it causes 'to property
and water quality — have been
put on hold for decades. :

S - PIOD :
E_the, have created a three-tler '

pects the 8th Ohloi' District
“off t nsider -

year., -
“My v1ew is that th

percent of 1

1an- - level, Tha

years. . :
Meanwhﬂe sewe_d1 nct of-

Y
fee schedule: Tier 1 propemes,' 2
those witl less than 2,000 +—
square feet of hard surface, will-Tore
be charged $3 03 a month T1er'  ddavi




