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Lake County commissioners won:
dered why the county courthouse
building was closed Thursday when
no ‘othér county offices were closed.

Commissioner Daniel P; Troy said

Lake County Probate Court Judge

Ted Klammer closed the courthouse
at about 9:30 p.n. Wednesday

because -of concerns about the:

weather.
Troy said that seemed odd because

all weather reports indicated the win-

ter storm tiad ended about that time.

“I'm looking out at the courts and
everyone has a day off with pay,”
Troy said. “All the other people here
are workmg

'Klammer

A the  presidifig

ou'rfthodsé
t has the authority
~to'close thie facility: -

“He explained - that

- because-of the build-

‘Amg s leaky conditions, inside - com-
bined with-the bad-weather and that
it'had continued to"snow throughout

the evening.

Klarmer 'said he had - called the

commissioners office late in the day
Wednesday, but couldn’t reach any-
one, and he needed to make a deci-
sion.

“It was $nowing, it was more dif-
ficult inside the courthouse,” the
judge said. “We had backhoes and

udge of the county :
“Kldm:

“the’ reason for the .
court’s closure was.,

'eve;’ything “else-in’ the paﬂcihgl lot.
My feelings ‘on the subject were; the-

commissioners “were all. called,

“including " the admiinistrator at the -
“end-of the’ day, and no- one was

there

clients and the people commg ine to
the courthouse.

- Troy-also saxd conimissioners -are’
trying- to qilash~4a subpoena that-

Klammer served to them Wednesday
afternoon that orders them to appear
in Probate Court at 1 p.m. today to
discuss recent flooding i in the court-
house basement.

The commissioner said normally -

there are weeks of notice to appear
when a subpoena is issued, but in

this case there was less than 48

Klammer said’ }us demsmn ‘was to -
react to what he-felt was best for the

hours."

It’s = p0331b1e comm13310ners

schedules ¢ould potentlally conflict
or at least there is'little time ‘to- dis-"

cuss the. matter w1th thelr attomey,

- Troy said.”
“We. were served at 4.:pan.

(Wednesday),” he- said:*“Our attor-
ney. is- trying to quash that, but you

- can’tdo anything (Thursday) because

the couits are closed.”

‘He said it’s the commissioners’
understanding that the city of Paines-
ville also was subpoenaed-by Klam-
mer to supply information regarding
the issue, since some of the recent
flooding in. the courthouse was
caused by a water line break. '

“We’ve gwen him all the informa-
tion we have,” Troy said. “It’s basi-
cally throwing sand in the gears of

. government.
-things to do, and*we’re spending.an

OE

Weti'have timportant

inordinate amount of time dealing
with what I: feel is nratmnal behav-

L3

Klammer sa1d that because the

sed |

L

case is in litigation, he didn’t want to -

comment-about specifics.
But he noted that the commission-

ers filed a writ of prohibition onDec. - -

21 regarding the issie with the 11th =~
District Court of Appeals, which

basically asked the appellate.court to *

order that Klammer not have juris- -

diction in the matter.

- Klammer said he planned to file a *
motion to dismiss response this < -

morning to the writ of prohibition
and that he expected the commis-

sioners to be in his courtroom at 1

p.m.




