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LAKE ‘COUNTY - The

issue of horizontal hydrau-.

lic fracturing, otherwise

known. as fracking, was - : er p ;
. of Ohio such as Bainbridge,

and " .

again brought before the
Lake County Board of Com:
missionets at its Nov. 29
meeting. Dan Philipps and
Wanda Chop of Leroy Town-
ship and Pat Denny of Con-

cord Township expressed

their concerns about the pos- ‘
' ber of lawsuits throughout

sibility of fracking coming to
the county.

“Really, what this is fo-
cused on ... is the health and
welfare of the residents of
Lalke County,” Philipps said.

Sometimes people forget
history, he said, so he noted
some previous issues which
the area has had due to con-
ventional drilling.

From a preséntation by-

Laura Kramer Kuns of
Lake County General
Health District on May 30,.
which noted there was a
forced evacuation of 51
families in August 1982 in
northeast Madison Town-
ship. Gas entered water
“wells, baséments, sump
crocks and Arcola Creek.
“There was a small explo-
sion in one basement sump
crock, and some cracked
fouridations,” Philipps said.
He said Kuns also men-
tioned there had been some
contamination of private
water wells from brine be-

tween 1982 and 1995, along

Route 20 in Perry and Madi-
son. There were also some

contamination issues on.

Middle and South Ridge,
Davis, Shepard and Call
roads.

Another issue occurred in
the area when an above-
ground storage tank leaked
March 15 in Madison Town-
ship. About 800 gallons of

.crude 011 entered a Grand

River tributary and moved

- geveral thousand feet ta a

-orie- or two-acré pond.
Philipps said there have’

also been issues from gas-

and oil wells in other parts

Medina . County .
Broadview Heights, as well
as in other states,.such as

Dimock, Penn., Bradford':

County; - Penn. Wetzel
County, W.V. -

“There have been a num-

the U.S. from physical inju-

ries and real estate. value
losses; many of those. are

ongoing nght now, » Ph111pps
said.

ownefis can have their prop-
erties forcé-pooled to make

up a-drilling parcel, even if -
“they do not wish’ to lease

their land.

He expressed the opinion
that leases did not ad-
equately protect - the
homeowners. - '

“In his written presenta—

Chesapeake Energy investor
disclosure, which he said

incur cerfain liabilities in

the course of doing business -

and its insurance might not

cover the full amounts of

them.

He said, in his 26 years_

in Leroy Townshlp, the com-
munity has never faced sich
a threat as horlzontal
frackmg

,Thisisa very 1arge in<
dustrial activity that the lo-
cal townships are really not
prepared to ~ handl.e,”

" Philipps said.

In reviewing how it would
affect an area, he said it in-’
volves large infrastructur"e,
five-acre well pads with six
to eight wells per pad, a 20-
acre work zone, large-scale

He noted, in Ohlo, land-_.

“dents. .

. tions near, 1nJect1on well
tion, Philipps included a
- sponse and, health monitor-
“ingy 1mprov1ng traffic.safety.
stated the company could .

“owned properties w1thout

p1p1ng, compressor statu)ns g
- access roads, in cloge prox-
‘imity-.to. homes. (100. feet);
schools (100 feet), roadways,. WWWw.uce
businesses, parks, wetlands, - (
tributaries and rivers (50 ~'_’
feet): and m’co rlparlan set-

backs. -

number of state mspectors,

‘and water. contaminations, av
. casing leaks, air pollut:on in - gas’
areas.of heavy horlzontal .
“fracking activity..

Philipps recommended :
local officials.take’ some -
-steps to help protect resi: -
' inecluding: - d01ng1:
“baseline well water sam-';_
'plmg, sefting up air.monitor-

: mg/samphng stations;. hav-

ing siésmic-monitoring. sta-

improving- emergeni

plans;. passmg resolutxon
not to signleases on-city, Vi
lage, township’ and county:

public consent of local” cit:
zens; and i mcreasmg educa~
tion on fracking. -

~Phlhppo noted a number :

of sources where people’

could find more information
 about fracking, including: ..
NEOGAP — Network for Oil-
.and Gas Accountability and
Protectlon, website: httpi/-

www.neogap.org; CELDF —

http://
wwweeldfiorg/ (communi-
ties/citizens rights);

Garretsville BPA — Board of

Public "Affairs, e-mail:

Phlhpps sa1d he was con- '
cerned for some of the follow- .
ing reasons: truck traffic of al
1,000 to 1,500 trucks per-
well ‘water usage up to eight .. ck
- million” gallon of water per:
“well;-use of toxic, carcino- compani
genic chemicals-in. up-to -packa
40,000 gallons perwell; 11ght; - torano
and noise pollutmn, low -
f ago the Ohro»leglslature took

:mxssmners Assocxatmn of

'-detenorate the roads th
The Community . Envxron~ o
mental Legal Defense Fund,
-website:

“county and:

e’ erem@gmal ; 1
and Colorado School of Pub-

'I‘roy noted" me years ‘

control of oil and

He so:ld the County Com---

OIno has dlscueeed thls issue

nies need to s1gn agreements
prior to.starting’ operatmns
because- the heavy -equip-
‘mient brought in would likely

use:,””

Troy: gaid he agreed £ he
state-andlocal governments
needed to ensure residents
were properly pFotected, bu1

ments could ;

T



