Village asks Lake County for answers on long-term sewer water backups
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As communities across Northeast
Chio reitirn to normalcy after the
July 20 flash flocd, residents in Fair-
port Harbor continue battling new
sewer water backups.

And, they are pressuring county
officials for answers.

Residents like Niles Oinonen at
406 Bast St. said he's watched the
problem persist for him and others
on his street in the last 12 years.

“Almost every time it rains, [ get
some water in my basement, backed
up from my sewer,” Oinonen said,
adding that he’s now engineered the
sewer backflow to run above his
basement into a sump pump.

He said he often speaks with vil-

lage officials, which owns the stogm-
water pipes, and he’s evenjoined the
village's six-member flood commmit-
tee formed this month.

Oinonen said he weuld like to
hear more questions answered on z
plan to resolve the village’s sewer
backup issucs from Lake County,
which owns the sanitary pipes in the
vitlage.

Qinonen and other residents might

Horten

meeting like this already should
have happened.

havé a chance (o
address county offi-
cials in a public forum
at the Fairport Harbor
Seator Center. A date
has not been assigned
to the meeting. Richard Martin, director of the
Councilman Verne Lake County Department of Utilities,
Horton said such a said it has been a few years since the
department sent a representative to a
See Flooding, Page A5

“With all of the flooding we've
had and with all of the asking we've
done, I still haven’t seen a represen-
tative from Department of Utilities
tn front of these people. They
deserve it,” he said.
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Fairport  Har-
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