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Pollution solutions
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A éleVeland.com Toundtable

discussion Tuesday on the region- .
.al sewer district’s $3 billion' tun-

nel project gave.rise to a_some-

, -times heated debateover whether

the district has ‘given adequate

. consider: ation to, the potentlally i

cheaper, greener alternatlves to
tunnels.

Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer:
Dlstnct Executwe Dlrector Julius
Claccla., Tetry Schwarz,’ director .
of Kent State University’s Cleve-
land Urban Design Collaborat.we, e -
~and. Ivhdd]eburg Helghts Mayor;

‘Gary Starr, Who:] re( ntly.retned”- .

“three decades of Sérvwe Jmm.d-

Northeast Ohio Media Group re-

: porters Andrew ,Tobias and Leﬂa;v

. jOI‘ cmes say they're embra.cmg :

" theu' ritepayer mﬂhons xf\no

retentxon features abov'

the issue.

The tunnehng prOJect is a
fedelally mandated plan to sig-
nificantly reduce the amount of
‘untreated sewage and water that

~overflows the district’s combined -
“sewer system ‘after:heavy rains.
‘and’spills into Tocal Waterways

“The: idea is that' the. €normous;

meetmgs on: the tunnel plah be-

The.P_lvain Dealer | cleveland.com -,

on sewert
. Atassiin the NEOMG studio, cap-
~'ping three weeks of coverage on

that can.stop 'storm Wwater from -

’ entermg the sewer system m the

first place. - SRS
Tempers flared durmg the'

'roundtable Tuesday, ‘Wwhen'Starr
-accused Claccxa of trying to muf-

fle pubhc debate on the topic;
holdmg only a handful of public.

tunnels would act as TESEIvoirs “.::

beneath the existing sewer. sys
“tem, -to-captire the overﬂ

it cari be pumped back up to the i

surface for treatment

way to'address - ur

billions, of do]l'ars byusmg wate i dist

nda-" :

Starr referred‘ oa. ist”

potential community plannmg .

partners who-could have made

" worthwhilé' contrlbutxons 1o the-
debate but were’ never gwen the

chance. ~ .~

requested the moratonum sim=
ply to stall;

rather than 1o e\(plore
% i

consent decree;

* * Ciaccia said that the comibined
sewer overflow program is still
“in relatiye infancy; with more
. "than two'decades ahead to'real-
C1acc1a countered\that Starr{ ¢

ize its goals. The. consent decree

“offers enough flexibility to change
-course and choose green 1nfra~'

i negotiation proceés uldn’i grdut;'
as the dlstnct the ~qumy of holdmg

He abologlzed for lettmg ‘ther, -,
: _acant land steermg commm: ;

: ewer: ofﬁc1als have oropo

. payers for demolition and trans-
'.’formmg‘ one of the city’s mogt

Ciaccia .acknowledged that the e
“Key quesnon 1s how'aggress ely

-fo
 and:for. the sewet dlsmct to ex-

*All

15 r1ght'if6‘r ithe:'d,ls,vtr,lct_ tofind..;
-ways to downsize or eliminate’

tunnels in exchange for bulldmg,

“green mfrastructure ‘that would
mprove the:overall aesthetic of
“some of Cleveland’s most blighted
‘neighborhoods, parhcularly those_ :

on the city’s East Side. - .
She pointed to-St. LOUIS whe

oOlate ne:ghborhoods into" one:

‘of its” Tushest, while' managing-
istorm water.: .

chw‘a'r sa’id it’s not tod;, %e_"
TN
pubhc ‘debate on- ‘theissue .

re-the: posmbxhﬁ&s in: earnest
Claccw. pledged to do 5o,




