Willoughby considers-'feaéibﬂity
of expedited sewer pro;ects
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ity still seeking |

‘experienced” tlooding “in’
2006 after owning her home
for three months.. -+

Between the 2006° ﬂood
and the July 20 storm, she
said she's probably had to
clean out her bascmem 35
times.

“T can't live-in that house

‘and I'can’t sell.it,” she-said:
““We’ve: replaced .a brand-
‘new fumace and ‘2 washer .

Creek;” he.said. "I_“hls year |

had 2 inches.of water;

the, 100-year flood. six Cor

seyen. years ago; I had
$30,000 in damage and 18
inches of water in my base—
ment.”

donlys
inlmy -
lower levelzand $5,000 ing.
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A sewer system works like
a sink, said Mayor David
Anderson. When a sink is
running well, the water goes
right down when the faucet is
tumed on. Dump a bucket of
water in the sink, 'and it will

still drain but at a slower rate...

When five buckets of water

are dumped in a sink at once, -

it'll overflow.

On July 20, Lake’ County
was hit by five buckets.

Between midnight and 1
a.m. on July 20 about an inch
of rain fell, Anderson said,
That water receded, but then
between 3:15 a.m. and 4 a.m,
five times that amount of
water fell,

“We are facing some huge
types of dilemmas. There's
really a two- pronged prob-
lem in this. The first prong
has to do with the storm
sewer system itself and how
it’s designed;” he said.

“The question is what does
it take to ‘build bigger sys-
tems to handle something
like that? At first blush, it
looks like it would be so pro-
hibitively expensive that we
couldn’t even consider it. To
build a system in the city to
handle the 100 and 200 year
events — I know those terms
get thrown out a lot — to
build it that big would be in
the area of about $400 mil-
lion.”

For a city the size of Wil-
loughby, raising enough
money to build a system that
size would equate to an
80-mill levy. ‘

“Currently ~ with  the
schools, the county and with
everybody, you're currently
paying about 69 mills,”
Anderson said.

“If we’d double property
taxes we could afford a sys-
tem that big ... that’s why no
city that we've heard of in
the country has built a sys-
tem to handle that five buck-

ets. But that doesn’t mean we
. shouldn’t do something.”

"The second prong of the
major problem facmg Wil-
loughby is the sanitary sys-
tern. backup into the storm-
water' lines, which is. called-
inflow infiltration. or INL .
Since the 1970s, regulauons
from the federal Environ-

. mental Protecuon Agency
have statéd . sanitary and-

stormwater lines are sup-

‘posed to be completely sepa-

rated. But some of Willough-
by’s system$ were built in
the 1950s.

At the start of 2013, Wil-
loughby started a study on
the stormwater and sanitary

sewers (o see what needed to

be done to start prlorluzmg
projects.

The plan, said the mayor,
was to. target one project a

year for seven years to be the -

most financially responsible.
But with heavy rain events
occumng more frequently,
the city is looking into-the
feasibility of expediting’ the
process. )

The city has made prog-
ress on complying with EPA
regulations and 'lining the
existing public sanitary sewer
lines. Those areas have met
with success, but the prob-

“lem thé city is running into is
figuring out what to do with -

aging sanitary lines on pri-
vate property.

“That connection from the
(private) house- to the (pub-
lic) right of way that’s where
there’s INI,” said Council
President Jerry Ranally, who
represents Ward 3.

“We certainly will address
the stormwater issue. Qur
focus in the past has been
mainly sanitary because of
the EPA has been on about
the INL.”

Over the past 30 years, the
city has spent more than $35
million to fix the main public
sewers, replacing them in
many cases so the problems
residents are seeing don't
occur in the main lines,

Anderson said.
“Where it’s happenmg in

‘most cases is on private prop-

erty," he said. “The’ question

‘is .how do we gt évetyone
on_private propérty. tésted

apd how do.we. make pmv:lite:

rected"”

" Andérson: add d he had .
pay to fix his property S sew=’
ers 30 ‘years¥ago. to remedy.
the same; prob!em Then it
cost $4,000. Now that cost
can be from $7 000 to
$10,000. . - .

Compounding the frustra—
tion residents feel is the fact
that so far it appears as
though the county s damage .
assessment is falling short of
the requirement needed ‘to

-obtain federal disaster aid.

“We know it affects peo-
ple. The July 20 storm event
affected 15,000 -basements -
(in Lake Coumy) Anderaon‘._
said. - -

“We will be commg to the o
council to prompt some réal ..
discussion on what we ‘can
do here.”



