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Angela Gartner
_ AGartner@News:Herald.com .
However, his options may become limited as -

The veteran detective has a choice — to retire
new legislation looks to address so-called “dou- - -
State Rep..Richard Hollington, R-Hunting

Valley, introduced House Bill 202 to reduce

Willoughby Police Lt." Tom Trem will sooi
reach his 25th year with the police department.
“or continue to work.
retire/rehire public employee  compensation

packages and eliminate the Deferred Retirement

ble dipping.
Option Program.
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'300 police and firefighters

around- the state ‘— out of 30,000 ‘retirees —
who have retired out of the DROP" program,”

said William J. Estabrook, executive director at

Ohio Police & Fire Pension Fund.
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neutral and

funded through employee-furided investments

loughby Police Chief Conrad A. Straube,
Public employees pay into one of the five
Ohio Public Retirement Systems in the state.

“We have about.3
. Estabrook said the program is cost

Wil

who participates in the DROP program said he
felt he still had something to offer the city and

financially it was a win-win situation.
“ “t's an enhariced- bénefit,” he said. “The-city

doesn’t contribute any more money.
They do not pay into or receive Social Security

benefits like private sector workers.

, public employees can
take their full retirement payments.

- Upon retirement age

Some seek to be rehired in the same position
or may find other jobs within the public sys-

tem.

Many collect their earned retirement benefits,
but they also continue to pay into the system out

of their salaries.

However, in the DROP program, the eniployee

isn’t considered retired.

“DROP is a deferred- retirement option,”
according to the OP&F program “member’s

guide.

s pension is calculated as if .

that was the date they retired, but they continue

The employee

to work, draw normal salary and receive retire-

~

The pension program uses
employee contributions- that are. not credited

benefits.
toward a DROP account from years one through

three to assist in funding OP&F benefits.

ment

“This was done as part of the plan design with
the goal of making DROP cost neutral,” accord-

ing to the OP&F.

However, employees could see decreases in
. their lifetime pension benefits if they participate

in DROP.

If the established program is deeined not cost
neutral, the state law states it can be elimi-

nated..




