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.water that would supply the -
needs of customers in the event -
of ‘another freeze. The new:
tanks will cost about $26-mil- -

-mentmg Iong—term squtxons to‘_' .

" prevent a repeat of what hap-"

- Monday afterncon the ‘adviso:

~had been’ caniceled;

‘ing into the plant.
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AVON LAK“E — The Avon Lake-

Regional Water plant is look-

ing 1o the future; one in which -
- water will flow freely and ice .

buildups are a thing of the past.

Last weekend, an ice buildup
on the intake valves slowed
dowm the amount of water com~

A more severe buildup prob-

lem, a crisis even, occurred

around the same time last year,
shutting off water to thousands.

Plant officials want a perma—.

nent fix, so they are:

& Designing glant above-’

ground storage tanks to hold

lion and will take two or three
years to complete.

g Looking at strengthemng'

relationships with area water

treatment plants, including

Elyria; to more easily share
water during this kind of emer-

gency: The plans would make it
easy to share Water being pulled .

from the lake.

& Investigating several methods'

for keeping ice from building
up on the intake screens, meth-

ods that take time and will be.
tested throughout the year. One:

involves attaching hard, plas-
tic tubesin the pipes that will

move with the flowing water

and knock ice loose or keep it
from forming.

Todd Damelson, ehlef utxh-
ties executive of the plant, said

those plans and other methods’
used, despite icing problems last.
weekend, will help keep the wa- -

ter flowing in the future.
Plant officials used short-term
solutions recently while imple- |

'plants along Lake Erie:
Piant off1c1als on Sunday.

petied last year on Jan. 8, whén

.the pipes were jamméd with
Arazil ice - tiny crystals that =
merged and blocked waler-from’

- getting through: That'caused a

severe water shortage that took
several days tocorrect.:

" This week, the plant is/ré-"
“turning to normal; supplying.
water to more than 206,000
_our two intake lines: ThanKs to- off
-what we learned last year, we ' into the
L were ready We calléd our: con-
‘tacts and had the emergency.:
“punips and lines brought.in so”
. we cotld keep the water flowing -
' while we Werked on the. pmb-
lem : :

residential and c¢omrdercial
customers in Northeas’s Ohao_
after some icingissués over the

weekend that wére solved us-
ing technigues 1earned the hard :
way lagt year,

Last weekendé problem was

' not caused by frazil ice, but by .
slushy ice built up-inside the .
pipes and on the screens that

‘keep unwanted objects ‘from

entering the pipelines. -

These kinds of problems are

common for water- treatment

‘problem started much ear-i:
" lier than the pubhc Was made‘
aware. 2 i

il Sunday motning: There were . Damelson saui throug' _thef ;
~’still problems’ with eliminating combination of methods; they
cice buildup from the intake " were able to get the smaller of

water conservation,

Damelson said: th1s year g

eWe started havmg problems

“with lee-on: Thursday night,” he. ! !

said. “We were dealing with'in-
termmen’c icing conditions on’

~ lake: Then workers “cranked -up

: i the system™ to take: ‘water into
Damelson sald 1t was “bus1~ the’ p1pehne fastex: to clea the
ness as usual’ all weekend uns: p1pes :

3 '_ Dol

lines. The water conservation’ the two pipés:free. The larger

- - advisory was isstued as a pre- pipe was still clogged..-Workers: 1 ]

ca.utmnary mea.sure SR bypassed the: 1ptake S_f_ifeen___to:?‘




