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The Library of  High Water  

Venice, Italy — 
 Ask any librarian, and she will tell you that water 
and books are a lethal combination. Once a book gets wet, 
mold sets in very quickly. Unfortunately, once mold sets in, 
the book needs to be isolated and destroyed.  Why?  Be-
cause mold will spread quickly to the other volumes in the 
collection, destroying it over time. When a burst water pipe 
or flood occurs in a library, the best course of action is to 
immediately freeze the books to halt mold from forming. 
There are actual companies that provide refrigerator trucks 
to the library site in order to save the thousands of books in 
the collection when an emergency strikes. The books are 
then freeze-dried in hopes of containing the damage. But I 
digress…..because what I really want to share with you are my vacation photos……. 
 

 As I’ve mentioned before, we librarians are a nerdy bunch. One source of fas-
cination for us is other libraries. If a librarian goes on vacation, chances are good that 
she will attempt to visit another library. I’m serious, we all do it. We want to see what 
other libraries are doing, how they are doing it, and measure whether or not we do it 
better. We want to gather new ideas, and we want to share our ideas with others. The 
library world is very different from the corporate world. It’s not about the financial 
bottom line or corporate secrets.  It’s about serving, sharing, and helping people, and 
we love it. 
 

 Keeping that in mind, I had the good fortune to visit Italy recently. One of the 
sites that was a “must-see” for me was a place called, “Libreria Acqua Alta” in Venice, 
Italy. When I first learned of this library (actually a bookstore), I wasn’t sure whether 
to be fascinated or horrified. The librarian in me was screaming, “They’re doing every-
thing wrong in this place!” The creative person in me saw the beauty in using old, un-
wanted books in ways I never imagined, such as steps up to the fire escape next to the 
canal or an outside wall made completely of books. Apparently, they do plan for the 
flooding of the canal because the used books are contained in cast iron bathtubs, small 
boats, a full-size gondola, climbing up the walls and spilling over onto anything and 

everything. When the canal waters come up over the fire 
escape and flood the store, the water can be several inches 
deep. Storing the books in this quirky manner makes some 
sense…....Hence, the gondola in the middle of the store. 
 

 If you guessed that the owner is a bit eccentric, 
you’re right. Senor Luigi Frizzo is the proprietor of this 
shop. He loves sharing his bookstore with others.  He’s even 
adopted a few library cats that you will see lounging lazily on 
shelves here and there. One can tell the man has a sense of 
humor by the décor of the shop.    
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 I was on sensory over-
load so I didn’t notice until later 
that there was a certain method 
of organization for the books 
after all.  Certain genres were 
shelved in the gondola, others 
were shelved in a particular bath-
tub, yet others were shelved in a 
boat and so on. 
 

 So, what about the 
moldy books used as walls, stairs, 
and art? Many booklovers view 

this as sacrilege. Destroying a book or allowing a book to 
mold and rot publicly can be a hard sight to swallow. As a 
librarian with over 17 years’ experience in public libraries, 
I’ve dug through numerous donations of books that just 
needed to be thrown out. It did take some time for me to 
accept this. Unfortunately, many booklovers aren’t able to 
face the fact that their encyclopedia set from 1953 showing 
Saturn with only one moon is of no use, information-wise. 
Yet, booklovers cannot throw them away. We would receive 
visibly moldy books (and worse) as donations to the public 
library due to the stigma attached to discarding or destroy-
ing a book. Seeing Senor Frizzo’s beautiful, old books being 
used in a new, artful way for me is a wonderful sight. How-
ever, I realize it’s not for everyone. 
  

 Senor Frizzo is so delighted with his bookstore that 
his shingle outside reads, “Welcome to the most beautiful 
bookstore in the world. Free Entrance.”    
 
Enjoy your summer! 
Sandra E. Murphy, Director 

                SERVICES 
The law library shall provide legal research, reference, and library services to County and State employees,                                    

authorized legal practitioners, and their staffs.  Services are as follows: 

 

 Print library of over 1600 titles  
 Laptops with Microsoft Office 
 Sony digital camcorder 
 Optoma media projector with screen 
 DVDs, anatomical models and charts 
 Portable X-Ray view box for courtroom presenta-

tions 
 Reference assistance and technical training 
 Wireless internet access throughout the library 

 

 Complimentary copy of Connexus 
 Document enlargement  to various poster size 

along with matching frames   
 Polycom VSX 7000 videoconferencing equipment 

with multipoint software for depositions, testimo-
ny, etc. ** 

 Fax service to or from your home or office  ** 
 Photocopies ** 
  ** Fees for service may be charged 

We update our resource collection with new editions on a 
regular basis.  Softbound discarded titles and CDs are only 
$5.00 each.  Hardbound discarded titles are $10.00 each.  
Sale titles include: 
 

 Florida Rules of Court, Local, State, & Federal –2015   

(3 vols) 

 Federal Jury Practice & Instructions– Civil (2 vols)  

 Ohio Annotated Workers’ Compensation Law Hand-

book  

 Lentz School Security 

 Ohio Annotated Probate Law Handbook  

 Couse’s Ohio Form Book—CD-ROM Forms 

 
TECHNOLOGY TIP: 

 
USED BOOK SALE TITLES: 

 
LIBRARY OF HIGH WATER CONTINUED 

What is Snagit? 

Snagit is an image and video capture software that al-

lows one to capture images of a computer screen and add 
effects. Video of the screen can also be recorded with added 
narration. Once the video is created it can be uploaded to 
YouTube, Google Drive, and Dropbox. Images can be 
shared with Word, Power Point, Excel, Google Drive, and 
Dropbox. This software is available both for Windows and 
for Mac computers. A 15-day, free-trial is available by 
downloading the program at: 
 

https://www.techsmith.com/snagit.html 


