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     ODOT District 12 has recently partnered 
with the Lake County Engineer and the 
Cleveland Metroparks as part of what has 
turned out to be a very unusual project.  
     In 1938 as part of a Works Progress Ad-
ministration project, a culvert under Morley 
Road in Concord Township was modified 
with a spillway to construct a reservoir 
called L’Alouette Plumee Lake presumably 
to support local vineyards.  In 1960, ODOT 
constructed the then new SR 44/SR 84 inter-
change which resulted in raising the profile 
of Morley Road.  As it turns out, since the 
embankment along Morley Road is over 30 
feet high with a lake on one side it is now 
considered to be a Class 3 dam.  
     The need for the project and cooperative 
partnering came about when Lake County 
Engineers discovered an active sinkhole and 
a collapse in the original culvert. The Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources Division of 
Soil and Water Resources was contacted by 
the County to investigate the sinkhole.  They 
determined that it compromised the integrity 
of Morley Road and thus the dam.  At that 
time the dam was placed in a monitoring 
status by the Ohio Department of Natural Re-
sources Ohio Dam Safety Program (ODSP) 
and it was determined that action was re-
quired to either bring the dam into ODSP 
compliance or remove it.
     After receiving concurrence with the 
adjacent property owners, it was decided to 
remove the Morley Road dam in a 3-step pro-
cess: remove the spillway to drain L’Alouette 
Plumee Lake; construct a new culvert adja-
cent to the old one; and restore natural stream 
function to the drained lake.    
     An important and exciting piece of the 

project has recently been completed with the 
de-watering of the lake and fish harvesting.  
As the lake was pumped down, teams per-
formed two electro-fishing events that yielded 
close to 1,500 fish.  Led by the Cleveland 
Metroparks, the fish were donated and then 
transferred to regional lakes such as Shadow 
Lake, Camp Forbes, Wallace Lake and Moose 
Lake. 
     Lake County developed the design plans 
and will administer the work as a local-let 
project.  ODOT will provide the required 
matching funds for the grant to aid with the 
dam removal and culvert replacement con-
struction that was awarded to Lake County 
from the State of Ohio EPA and the United 
States EPA.  In addition ODOT has lent 
pumping equipment for the siphoning of the 
lake. 
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Operation Feed 2015
     The 2015 Operation Feed Campaign kicked-off in late-
April and runs through June 12, 2015.  

     Employees are 
asked to bring in 
monetary donations or 
non-perishable food 
items to their respec-
tive work location to 
be donated to those in 
need.
     There is a container 

at each garage, the main building and main garage so that 
we can collect canned goods for this important campaign.  
Construction field personnel can donate at the main build-
ing or collect donations at the field offices and then bring 
donations in.
     District 12’s goal is that each employee donate one 
canned good item.  
     All donations will be given to the Cleveland Food Bank 
that serves Cuyahoga, Lake and Geauga counties.  
     Please help us raise food and funds for those who des-
perately need them—because no one should go hungry.

Spring Boot Order
     If you are an employee eligible to order boots through 
ODOT here are a few reminders to make ordering easier:
     - When you are ordering your boots you can order from    
     any computer or from the kiosk here at the district, from  
     the computer you need to go to: www.customfit.me.
     - Once you are there type in the User ID: 187192, 
     Location Number: 00012, and Password: 187192.
     - You will be taken to the OAKS ID page, enter your  
     personal OAKS ID number.
     - Now you can pick the boot you want, select the width     

     and size and click add to cart.
     - You must have the boots sent to your home address, so  
     when prompted enter your contact information. 
     - You should receive a confirmation email once you  
     place your order.
     Boots normally will arrive in about three to five days as 
long as there is no back order. If you have special needs for 
boots such as larger sizes or extra wide sizes or have any 
additional questions please contact Charity Stafford at 
584.2027.  

Litter Pick-up Efforts
     Now that the snow has melted a great deal of litter has 
been revealed.  So much so that a resident that lives near 
I-90 and West 73rd Street contacted ODOT with his con-
cerns.  
     When crews from Independence and Euclid garages set 
out to clean-up this area, they had no idea what they were 

going to encounter.  In total, maintenance and Court Com-
munity Service crews cleaned out 538 bags of litter at the 
corners of West 73rd and Mirlo, Hauge and Grace Avenues 
off I-90.  Crews also removed two truckloads of tires and 
pruned and/or removed more than 62 trees in the area.
     Thank you to everyone who had a part in this project!

A representative from the Cleveland Me-
troparks holds one of the nearly 1,500 fish 
harvested from the dam.  

(Left)The corner of W. 73rd at Mirlo with overgrown trees and debris. (Right) After maintenance crews cleared the area.


