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R R i The 1.8, Dept. of Agricultural,
Water Cluality 3 | Natural Resources Conserva-
i B 4+ | tion Service has confirmed that

7 s01l types in Madison Town-
FYT # | ship are considered "Unique
s i 4 | and of Local Importance.”

This declaration was made aller
the Madison Township Trus-
tees adopled a local resolution

Aroda Creeds § srvey Insert

Speclal polnts of Infarest:
Madison soil types for their
value in producing high value
nursery stock, fruits and vege-
tables,

* Come help clean up the
Cirand River.

* The Dustrict is wmppllng up
the sprang season of stream
momitoring, Le ! , o

John Niedzialek, Soil Conservationist

for USDA in Take Counly, states

that Madison Township contains soil
) _ . Lypes that are extremely important for

" New segulations conceming. | oo ialived agriculture, "Even though
ercesion and sediment con- : ,

S half urban, Lake County and espe-
cially Madison Township continue to
be one of the top counties in Ohio for
generating cash income

* Landowners can be paid to
convert land to conservation

buffors.

* WD Annual Mecting is
coming up,

USDA DECLARES MADISON SOIL TYPES AS
“UNIQULE AND OF LOCAL IMPORTANCE”

from agriculture, The sandy texture,
proximity to Lake Erie for a longer
growing scason, high water table for
irrigation, and central location to mar-
kets make this seil warth protecting."

The Madison Township Trustees rec-
ognized the importance in adopting a
(Cantivaad o pene 2

GRAND RIVER CLEANUP SCHEDULLD!

Mark your calendars! As part of the American Riv-
ers Cleanup Week, the Grand River will receive a
dose of litter control on Saturday, June 10" from
8:00 am - 1:00 pm. Canoe floats arc scheduled for
the morning and will be in two proups. One set of
canacrs will start at Harpersfield Dam in Ashtabula
County and end at [idden Valley Lake Metropark.

A second group of canoers will start at Hidden Val-
ley and end at Mason's Landing Lake Metropark.
The cleanup will encompass over 16 river miles!

River bank cleanups will be scheduled for Hidden
Valley and Riverview Lake Metroparks along the
[Uontinned on pope 3)



Page 2

Yolume TX, lasue 2

WATERSHED WATCH

We are getting ready to wrap up
Our spring season stream moni-
toring, which proved to be suc-
cesstul for everyone involved|
The weather was on our side for
the two weeks that our monitor-
ing took place - we only had to
reschedule lor one rainy day.
Approximately 450 enthusiastic
students and teachers took part
in this grand endeavor, helping
the District determine the health
of the Grand and Chaprin River
watersheds.

Middle school students collect a sample from
the Grand River at Hidden Valley Metropark.

Of the 10 sites sampled,
students determined
that the macro-
invertebrate (aquatic
insect) results indicated
Excellent water quality
at 8 sites, and Good
water quality at 2 sites.

Thumbs up to those
teachers who integrated
this hands-on science
project with their
school's curriculum!
We hope o recruit
some new faces for our
fall monitoring season
in September!

LoMADISON SOIL

(Lentinued ffom page 1)

local resolution to recognize
these soil types. Madison be-
comes the 2™ community in
Lake County to receive this
USDA designation following
North Perry Village's actions
two years ago.

This recognition allows township

farmers to be in better position

to compete for future grant fund-

ing when and if state/federal
lunding becomes available to
purchasc easements Lo protect
farmland. The USDA designa-
tion also gives communitics an-
other tool if they want to adopt
stricter ordinances and zoning
options to preserve farmland in

PAYMENTS 1TO LANDOWNERS TO INSTALL
CONSERVATION BUFFERS

Applications are now being ac-
cepted from landowners to con
vert agricultural land next to
sireams, ponds, and wetlands to
conservation buffer areas. The
Congervation Reserve Program
{CRP) will pay landowners an
annual rental payment for 10 to
15 years to establish grass or
forested buflers.

Payments range from $26 to $70
per acre depending on soil type.
Landowners will also receive a
$100 to $150 per acre bonus
payment for the first year, as
well as 90% cost sharing to
plant grasses or trees. In order
to qualify, land must be cropped
or pastured two of the last five
years,

ther community.

To obtain further information on
how your community can re-
ceive this designation, contact
John Niedzialek, Soil Conserva-
tiomst at the USDA, NRCS at
350-2034.

The program is administered by
the Matural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, USDA. The intent
of the program is to improve wa-
ter quality by establishing a buffer
next to our waters that will help
filter out sediment and other pol-
lutants from agneultural runoil
Contact John Niedzialek at 350-
2034 for further mformation,



LAKE COUNTY’S URBAN STREAMS
ARCOLA CREEK LANDOWNER’S SURVEY SUMMARY

= = £ by Ken Freeman

= Last Cictober, a survey was seul oul to all landowners who own or manage property that touches Ar-
= = |cola Creek or any of its tributarics, The Lake County Soil and Water Conservation District will be sharing (he
————— A results with local decision makers, and we hope to use thise results to aid in developing activilics and projects
in the Arcola Crock area. Initially, we mailed surveys to 372 landowners and have received a response rate of
over 40%, This tremendous response seems to indicate that people in the Arcola Creck watershed have a high
miterest in the creek and care aboul its future, This ingert is a general summary of the results of the survey Hhat
will enable you to see what Arcola Creak landowners perceive as mjor issnes and concerns, Please take the
time to review these results and compare the opinions in Arcola with the opinions related 1o sircam issues in

your walershed, ) e 3

It vou would like to receive a copy of _
the complele results of the survey, 2

plesse contact the Lake SWCD = e S e :.;.

i 7 ST Sl —
CREEK IDENTITY ' Ty I
When asked {o identify what Arcola Creek is best known for, the top four characteristics were identified as {1} attract-

ing hirds and other wildlife, (2) moving storm water, (3) Arcola’s historical significance, and (1) fishing. The percentage of
landowners identifying these four, as well as the other six characteristics from which you were given to choose, are depicted in
the pie chart below. These responses seem to indicate that landowners recognize the wildlife potential afforded by Arcola, un-

derstand issucs associated with moving storm waler through the watershed, remember the history of the region, including the

greal fron works and harbor that once existed in the area, and enjoy the angling opportunities that are atforded in the Arcola
astuary ared. - - -

Creek Identity

28%  g4p0

O Recreation {24.6%)

{ 57.8% OiMoving Storm Water {S7.9%})
O Drinking Water Source {0.7%)
O Historical Significance (46.9%)
A5.2% [ Fishing {44.1%)

19.9%

0.7% O Attracting Birds/\Wikdlife (59.3%)
Olts Bealty (35.2%)
Qirrigation (15.59%)
46.9% O Flood Gontrol {39.3%)

01 Gther (2 B%)
55.3%

L +4.1%

RATING ARCOHA

The initial survey question asked landowners to give Uheir piece of the Arcola Creek watershed an overall rating, or
score. O averape, landowners rated their stretch of the creek just slightly below fair (an avorape of 297 out of 5,00, with 5.00
being the highest quality). OF the other seven issues on which we asked them to rate Arcola, creek odor and nuisance wildlife
were the least problematic, while trash and debris in (he creek was the item identified as the most problematic. However, land-
owners also seem (o be encoundering problems with eroding banks, flooding, and water clarity. ‘The Soil and Water District can
provide technical assistance to landowners experiencing any of the above or other problems. Please fcel Mree Lo contact us at any
timne concerning these issues.

HARMING THERKS
Landowners in the Arcola Creek watershed identified activilies associated with construction and miajor industry that do
the most harm to creeks, while ather groups were thought 1o have significanily less harmiful impacts coupled with them. An

‘other” category consisled of landowners citing that nurserics do (he most harm 1o creeks or that the most harm is done bva
combination of g1l of the choices given,




LANDOWNER INTERESTS

With respect 1o landowner interests, the lop lwo inlerests were preserving natural areas along the creek and receiving a
newsletter about the creek. A larpe number of respondents also indicaled that creek workshops would be of interest, as would
attending a local creek meeting and helping with a neighborhood cresk cleanup. A non-prafit, landowner group known as
Fricnds of Arcola Creek is looking (or members to aid in the protection, management, and understanding of the Arcola Creek
arca, and if this proop may be of interest to you plesse call the SWCD office, or the President of Friends of Arcola Creek, Ray
Wickert at (4400 428-24924%

OWarkshop Evaluating Creak's

3.4% Landowner Interests Health {32.0%)
R |

OWorkshop About Lawn Care And

8.8%— 32.0% Landscaping Along Creak
[24.5%)

O Recelving & Newsletter About
The Creek (49.0%)

O Preserving Natural Areas Along
The Creek (54.4%)

Ol Jsining A Local Creek

28.8% Protectinn Graup (18,4%)

O Hedping With A Neighborhood
Cleanup {29.9%)

; O Abrending A Local Meeting
18.4% About The Creek (34.7%)

O Helping Crganize Ctiver Creek
Activities or Events (8.8%)

54,49 O Others {3.4%)

CREFKS IN GENERAL

An overwhelming majority of respondents recognized that protecting small creeks is necessary to the health of larger
rivers, When asked if creeles were protected during development, there was no significant difference between those that agreed
or disagreed witl the stateiment, bul an overwhelining majorily agreed thal new developments SHOULD protect crocks, A sig-
nificant number of respondents recognized that placing dirt, grass clippings, leaves, and other material along or in the creek
hurts ihe creck’s health and causes problems. Further, it was encouraging to see that a vast majority of respondents recognized
that leaving live trees along a creck's banks helps (o keep the creck healthy, While trees along the siream banks can b trouble-
soune iF they Tall into the stream, lake soil with them, and create logjams, they are nevertheless an essential parl of the stream
system by filtering out chemicals and excess notrients from surface water nunoff. Without vegetation along the stream banlc
these chemicals and nutrients could be hannful to the biology and waler guality of the stream. Protecting streams must I}ngi.n al
the local seale, and you, as a landowner, can definitely do many things to help vour section of Arcola Creek, as well as the en-
tire watershed.

ARCOLA CRIGEK OPINIONS

A vast majority of respondents recognized that Arcola is an important ares for wildiifc as well as a valuable nearhy
walural arca. Also, a large number of yvou apreed that Arcela Creek is important to help prevent flooding downsiream. A preat
number of respondents do not view Arcola Creek as a hazard, but may become frustrated with life along a waterway al limes.
Signilicantly more respondents agreed than disagreed with the statement that they would like the creek more if they knew what
Nsh or animals were living in or along it. In relation to this, the SWCD is planning on conducting a comprehensive inventory
of Arcola headwater arcas, as well as evaluating habitat, biclogy, and physical parameters at five sites along the main stem of
Arcola. A significant proportion also agreed that the creck wonld be better if the banks were left natural. Although erosion can
be guite problematic in soime areys, it is important to attempt (o keep the banks as natural as possible rather than armoring the
banks with concrete, metal pilings, or other unnatural materials. Interestingly, there was no significant difference in responses
that indicated the creek has changed dramatically in the Tast few years as comparcd to those that indicated the ereck has nol
changed deamatically. While dramatic changes may be occurring at some spots along the creck, it is somewhat encouraging to
s (hal the entire course has not been impacted substantially by natural and unnatural events.

PROTECTING CREFKS

When piven the choice of who should be responsible for protecting creeks, it was suggested that government and pri-
vate landowners should be the two groups most responsible for protecting them. An ‘other’ category consisted of landowners
citing that protecting crecks should be a concented effort between all of the parties given as choices.




CroaSectinn

Pape 3

PROTECTING YOUR WATER QUALITY

LCrosion and sediment control is
an integral part of water quality
conscirvation lor Lake County's
rivers, streams, wetlands and
lakes. ew activities cause the
magnitude of soil disturbance in
urbanized areas that construe-
tion sites do, Often times exces-
sive sediments are allowed to
erpde from construction sites
and cnter the county's vers,
streams and wetlands where
they can create serious water
quality degradation to aquatic
life and overall waler quality,

On December 21, 1999, the
Lake County Commissioners
adopted the Lake County Ero-
sion and Sediment Control
Rules in order to conserve and
protect the natural resources of
the county and to educate the
development community, local
officials, and citizens of Lake
County about the issucs sur-
rounding our county's water
quality.

The District has been appointed
administrator of the new regula-

tions, which became effective on
March 1, 2000, Besl manage-
ment practices for the preven-
tion of erosion and control of
sediment are required to be re-
viewed and approved on all pro-
jects that contain a minimum of
five acres and that are located
wilhin the unincorporated areas
of the County.

The regulations also require that
new projects located in the
township arcas provide prool of
compliance with Ohio EPA and
US Army Corps. of Engineers
permits and/or requirements for
erosion and sediment control as
well as wetland and strecam pro-
tection.

If you have questions concern-
ing the new repulations, please
contact Dan Donaldson or Matt
Scharver at the District office.
Copies of the new regulations
are available al the District of-
fiee or on our website:
http.//soil.co.lake.oh.us.

LLOLTANUP

(Cantiniad from prwe 1
Grand River. Private canoes are
weleome, but at your own risk.

All canoers must be 18 years of

age or older. Persons under 18
will conduct river bank cleanups.
All volunteers are welcome!
Lunch, prizes, safety equipment
and cleanup equipment will be

provided! Please make reserva-
tions with Chuck Asheroll (@
639-4773 or Matt Scharver (@
350-203 1

S EHEESEEEETEEEES
* Hello and Goodbye &
& *

EHREHEEEEEFTHTESH

We bid farewell to Sue Buchner,
out Interim Secretary who will be
leaving us at the end of the month.
Thank you fiw all af your help and
pood uck with your future endeay-
o8,

Pam Brown will be taking over
Sue’s tasks as the Thistrict’s new
Dhistrict Secretary/'reasurer, We
will benefit greatly froum her 20
vears of expericnce working in the
corporate world, Pam, a Madison
regident. enjove hiking and bird-
watching in her free time.

Amy Kniscly s now the Educa-
lien/Information Coordinator {or
Lake SWCD, With a Biology de-
gree and a Teaching Certificale in
Secondary Ed., Awy brings much
enthusiasm to the District, A Char-
don resident, she enjovs backpack-
ing, biking, and fishing,

et Ready'For 0urzngﬁ
Annual Negting

The 54" Annual Meeting of the
Lake County SWCD will be held on
Thursday, September 28, 2000 at
DeRubertis Parly Center in Madi-
B0Mm,

Elections will bz held for two open-
ings on the Board of Supervisors. If
vou are interested or would like

more information, please contact
the Lake SWCD at (440)350-
2730,




Lake County Soil & Water
Conservation District

Who Do I Call?

Confused ahout who to call when you have a natural resource question? Here's
a list of numbers to paint you In the right direction,

1) )

Board of Supervisors s =

Pauol Belanger, President

Dick Baker, Vice-President
Carol Fleck, Treasurer
Roberl Zeitz, Sacretary
Barbara Leskovec, Fiscal

Agent

Soil & Watar Conservation Districls
Lake County (Painesville) 440-380-2730

Soil Infarmation & evaluation; pond design & aducation,

The Public is invited to attend
Lake SWCD's monthly Baard
meetings held the fourth Wednes-
day af each month at 7:00 pm at
125 East Erie St.. Painesville.
Meeting annocuncemeants appear
under thea publle aganda in the
Plain Dealer and News-Herald.
Please call in advance to let us
know you will be attending,

MEMBER OF:
w DHIO FEDERATION OF S0IL & WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICTS
& AMERICAN FARMLAND TRUST
= LAKE COUNTY FAEM BUREAL
+ MURSERY GROWERE OF LAKE COUNTY,
INE.,
» NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVA-
TION DISTRICTS

05U Cooperative Extention
440-350-2582
Plant dizease & care, apecialty crops,

4-H, racysling, Master Gardner Pro-
Sran

waterway, animal waste structuras; site reviews, erosion
control, seil & water management: conservation plan-
ning, stream manitering: education outreach,

Farm Service Agency 440-437-5330
Ag cost share, disaster assislance,
crop damage

125 East Erie Sk, Painesville, Ohlo 44077
440-350-2730 (maln number)
Toll Frae Z88-3334 ext, 2730 Madizon/Perry

Ohio EPA
MNE Ohlo District

BO0-686-8330
320-983-1200

918-27 30 Cleveland/Western Lake
800-B99-LAKE outsidae lake Co. only
Fax; 440-350-2601
Email: office@soil.colake.ohus

Ohio EPA 800-282-9378
Emergency Response Numbear
Cil, industrial, and palluted spills

Web site: http://soil.co.lake.oh.uz

Div. of Forestry{Burton)
440-632.52993
Urban & Rural tree planting design,
timber management, conservation
plantings.

AN EQUAL OFPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
BALL Lake SWCD & USDA PROGRAMS
AND SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE
WiTHouaH ResarD To Race, CoLox,
MNamonal Qmisin, RELIGION, SEX, OR
AcE

Pam Erown, District Secratary/Treasurer S50-2730
Dan Danaldsan, Program Administrator 350-2030
Ken Freeman, Urban Stream Specialist AR0-2032
Amy Knisely, Education Coordinatar 350-2033
John Niedzialek, HRCS, USDA 350-2034
Matthew Scharver, Res, Protection Tech. aE0-20a1
Ashtabula SWCD, Jefferson 44057 6-489485

Cuyahoga SWCD, Valley Viaw
Geauga SWCD, Burton

2165246680
4403-834-1122

Dy, of Wildlife{Akron)

330-644-2293
Wildlife management and technical
assistance,

Lake County Wildlife Officer
B30-6544-3802 ext. 3217
Hunting laws, permits, violators

Lake Cty. Health Dept. 440-350-2543

Water testing, well water, and septle info,

Lake Counly Soil & Water
Conservation THstrict

125 Easl Brie 5t Painesville, OLL 44077 g

S isS

Address Correelion Requested

&2 Recylced Paper

Mo oy
R.C. Reed Builders: -~
5780 Canyon Ridge Drive

Wy) OH Wl

Other Assistance Agencies

Lake Melroparks A440-639-T276
Holdan Arbaretum A440-045-4400
Chlo Dept. of Ag. BOO-282-1055
CAUY, Lake Cty. A40-350-2216
Ohio Health Dapt.  614-466-3543
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