
 

   Temporary Seeding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 These photos were taken near a stream crossing before and after 
proper seeding and straw mulching BMPs were implemented. 

Temporary seeding establishes temporary cover 
on disturbed areas by planting appropriate 

rapidly growing annual grasses or small grains. 
Temporary seeding provides erosion control on 

areas in between construction operations. 
Grasses, which are quick growing, are seeded 

and usually mulched to provide prompt, 
temporary soil stabilization. It effectively 

minimizes the area of a construction site prone to 
erosion and should be used everywhere the 
sequence of construction operations allows 

vegetation to be established. 
 

Temporary seeding should be applied on 
exposed soil where additional work (grading, 
etc.) is not scheduled for more than 21 days. 

Permanent seeding should be applied if the areas 
will be idle for more than one year. 

 

Once the utilities are in place in a subdivision, seeded right-of-ways 
are expected to be installed by the developer and maintained by the 

homebuilder until a permanent lawn can be put in. 

The grass from the hydro-seeding at this site was fully established   
three weeks after it was applied with little precipitation. 

ODNR Temporary Seeding Specifications 

 

Erosion and Sediment 
Control Technical 
Bulletin  # 10-001 



 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

A protective layer of mulch, usually of straw, applied to bare 
soil is used to abate erosion by shielding it from raindrop 

impact. Mulch also helps establish vegetation by conserving 
moisture and creating favorable conditions for seeds to 

germinate. 
 

Mulch should be used liberally throughout construction to 
limit the areas that are bare and susceptible to erosion. Mulch 

can be used in conjunction with seeding to establish 
vegetation or by itself to provide erosion control when the 

season does not allow grass to grow. Mulch and other 
vegetative practices must be applied on all disturbed portions 

of construction- sites that will not be re-disturbed for more 
than 21 days. 

 
Sublots: mulching the temporary seeding of a sublot shall 

extend the length of curb at a minimum width of 30 feet from 
the curb.  Mulching shall remain on site from the time 

the initial clearing is done on the site to the completion 
of the landscaping by the homeowner. Note: 1 straw 

bale per 10 feet of curb is the minimum amount of mulching 
for a single lot to adequately cover the 30 foot wide 

temporary seeding area. Example: 100’ of lot frontage, a 
minimum of 10 bails is required. 

 

The straw-mulch in this photo was applied on top of a dormant seed in 
late November and met the minimum width requirement of 30 feet. 

This photo was taken the second week of February.  The straw 
protected the exposed soil until the underlying grass seed could 
germinate in the second week of March. 

Mulching 
 Erosion and Sediment 

Control Technical 
Bulletin  # 10-001 

30’ Minimum Width 

Neither seed nor straw mulch was used on this sublot at any point 
during the construction phase of this project.  Subsequently, 
sediment was allowed to wash into the storm sewer system and 
ultimately directly into Lake Erie. 


