Cuyahoga d’“‘“ty Council

passes sweepmg ethics rules"'

smon, and. they are forbrdden from =
giving anything of value to" employ-' :

* ees or from making. campa.lgn con- i
tributions. i :
The law has- been in t'he works

HAKLAN SPECTon
PlamDea.lequzo'rter

The Cuyahoga County Councﬂ

delivered on a key promise “of

. county 1 reform on Tuesday by pass-
ing a far-reaching ethics law that.
Tegulates the ‘conduct of : ‘employ:
ees, contractors, lobbyists and ap-
pointees to boards and cormms-‘
sions. 1k

The ordmance forblds the hJ._ung:
of relatives, reqmres ‘county offici
‘and employees to disclose potentla.l
conflicts of. interest : a.ud requires’- !
staff’ members ‘and - those doing 4
business with the county to sign.
ethics statements. Contractors and :-as
1obbyists must register with the in- et

spector general, & r;ewly created po- ./

ETHICS ~

FROM BI | :
County Council -~
passes ethics rules

* Greenspan said the most crit-
ical component of the law is a.
requirement that employees,

contractors and lobbyists un-
dergo ethics training.

The Ohio Ethics Commrssron, .
which reviewed the ordinance;

wrote in a letter Friday that it’
provides “a solid foundation®as

" council moves forward with re;-
storing and rebur]dmg mtegnty ]

and conﬁdence in cou.uty gover-.
nance.”
The ‘council’s s 10-0 passage
followed a dust- -up- between
Council President C: Ellen Con-
nally and County Executive Ed
FitzGerald over the role of the
inspector general. FitzGerald
appointed former federal prose-
cutor Nailah Byrd to the post,
but her duties have yet to be de-.
fined by a council ordinance. - *
Connally protested a provi-

sion calling for-thé_inspector .

general to report possible
ethics-code violations'to.outside-
agencies, saying, “We don’t

since the new councﬂ took: office *
this” .year -amid a ‘sweeping county
‘corfuption. scandal that has netted
“convictions of more than .50 con-
tractors and public officials. This i is
< - mucl broaderthanthe ethms poltrhcy !

SEE nrHICs' ‘L B3

know what thzs person is* gomg

. todo.” o

- “It' could cost the constltu- .

tronal rights and nghts of pri-.
vacy of the citizens,” Connally
said.

up this department.” "

“I have real concerns i
about this. We have got to set .

FitzGerald ob)ected to the -

suggestion that council .doesn’t

- know what Byrd .is.doing, and

he challenged Connally whether

tion.
Janice Patterson, a member'
of the county transition advi-

sory panel on ethics, asked the -

council to hold off on the ordi-

she has asked ‘the- admmrstra- 1)

nance until the inspector. gen-

- ‘eral duties are defined. Patter-

son also said dozens of
amendments offered Tuesday

should undergo revrew before'

passage. °

After the’ meetmg, Patterson' :

said she was pleased overall.-

“The bottom line is rt’s awon: :

“ derful thing for the- county that

we have a comprehensrve ethics
policy,” she said. “We got al-

most everything in 1t we hoped' .
‘we wouldsee s

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter

hspectnr@plalnd com, 216-999- 4543 Vi

. " ‘change in"our.rate structure,
. . the Cleveland Water Depart

BD ¢

ALAN A, A._._SEIi"ULLAI-‘i .

olks around here love to
F beat Pittsburgh in foot-.

ball, although that
hasn’t occurred ‘much lately. -
But there is one thing in
which we. have. hrstoncally
beaten Plttsburgh and many .

_ other cities by’ quite a wide
" margin — the a.ffo dabx].lty of

‘water. < i
The’ average household in

Cleveland uses. about 2,000

cubic feet of water every three
months. The cost is about '

. $46, and slightly hrgher in our
' suburbs. The same usage of -
water in Pittsburgh cost a '
‘homeowner. there nearly $120 °
' every three months, or about
.triple what a Cleveland home:-

Owner - pays.-And if CIevela.ud

rates go up by the amount the',
Cleveland. Water Department
‘i proposirig, the cost of water

“In fact wrth the proposed

ment will contiriue to be more

;- . affordable than' Water service

in‘' most cities in the Great
Lakes region. Thar's animpor-_

tant fact that has yetto bubble
- to the surface in present con-

versations about the proposed
rate increase. "}
Our: costs. a]so wou]d rank -

’among the_];ottom_ half of all*

Chicago; Columbus Cincin-
nati; Phlladelp"hra Boston;
aneapolls, Indlanapohs,

Baltimore; ‘St. Louis; Wash-
. ington; D.C.; andBuffalo,NY

If our rates go up as proposed,
we still will have lower water
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Area’s water sti

those communities pay today.
. That’s not to say that we
‘take rate increases lightly. We

il a barga n :

costs than the maJorlty of

know that in this economy. mc

any increase in price can be a - tur

challenge for our customers. " ;ci

~However, the cost of not mov- ..

ing forward may ledd to in-°

creased costs to maintain the :

system that the Cleveland Wa-'- :
© ter:Department could not af— :

ford to’bear:

Apprommately 80 percent )

of 'the ‘Water Department’s

costs.are fixed, meaning its : -
costs are in the infrastructure .

and de ery system. Built 1n'

qurres ongorng mamtenanc,

and upgrades These costs: ;

contrnue to rise as the costs_of

Fma.ncral Services Group, an

independent consulting'firm.; .
‘that.has done similar stud.res_: itts

for several other mummpa.h-
ties..The proposed new rates
are designéd to.be equrtable

Cleveland Water Department_

to cover the mcreasmg costs :

_"'I'he rate’ iricreasé proposed . “Cleve
by ‘the  water department i
the Tesult of a comprehenswe W
rite ‘ssessment conducted for "
the mty by the Municipal and | ]

Seifullahis head of commani-

- cations for.the CZevelandDe-
and practical and to allow the 7 ic Utiliti

of water services proyided | to' b

" its customers. . :
And the new ‘rate structure

will create a stronger business
model for-the Cleveland Wa-
_ter Department. Historically,
“the department has generated
most of its revenue based on
water consumption. By mov-




